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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Seaham  for 
the  year  1959. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  vital  statistics  remain  satisfactory. 
The  birth  rate  is  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  the  crude 
death  rate  is  lower,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  20.91  per  1,000 
live  births  improves  on  the  national  figure  of  22.0,  which  is  itself 
the  lowest  on  record. 

The  incidence  of  the  commoner  infectious  diseases  continues 
low  and  only  measles  was  prevalent  in  epidemic  proportions.  Only 
one  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified,  but  subsequent  investigation 
did  not  substantiate  the  diagnosis. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  continued  during  the  year.  Hitherto 
the  general  scheme  was  confined  to  thirteen-year-old  children,  but 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  7/59  of  30th  April,  1959  extended  the 
arrangements  to  include  children  of  14  years  of  age  and  upwards 
who  are  still  attending  school  and  also  students  at  universities, 
teacher  training  colleges,  technical  colleges  and  other  further 
education  establishments.  The  extension  also  provides  for  the  offer 
of  vaccination  to  whole  school  classes,  even  though  a  few  of  the 
children  are  under  13  years  of  age. 

The  Sunderland  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  Mass 
Radiography  service  visited  the  district  during  the  last  week  of 
July  and  the  first  week  of  August. 

In  early  April  the  County  Council  opened  the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  scheme  to  enable  general  practitioners  throughout  the 
district  to  undertake  vaccination  at  their  surgeries.  Local  authori¬ 
ties  were  expected  to  continue  to  make  arrangements  for  those 
children  who  had  already  commenced  a  vaccination  course.  In 
all  other  cases,  including  third  injections,  all  persons  born  after 
the  1st  January,  1933  were  free  to  choose  vaccination  by  their 
family  doctor  or  at  a  clinic  session  arranged  by  the  local  authority. 
During  the  year  2,898  persons  received  their  second  injection  and 
1,554  a  third  or  final  injection. 

The  figures  on  page  15  show  that  parents  are  taking  full 
advantage  of  the  dual  purpose  vaccination  to  protect  their  children 
against  both  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria.  It  will  be  seen  that 
there  were  only  9  primary  immunisations  against  diphtheria  as 
compared  with  58  in  1958.  On  the  other  hand,  228  children 
received  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  combined  vaccination 
compared  with  126  the  previous  year. 

Although  this  year’s  health  record  of  Seaham  bears  comparison 
with  any  district  in  the  country,  neglect  of  hygiene  in  a  few  isolated 
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quarters  still  gives  rise  to  anxiety.  Perhaps  the  most  pressing  is 
that  relating  to  food  hygiene  in  shops.  Most  of  the  traders  co¬ 
operate  fully  with  the  Council’s  health  officers  and  adhere  to  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  but  there  are  others  who  skate  over 
these  regulations  and  are  only  prepared  to  maintain  a  minimum 
standard  of  hygiene  which,  while  it  may  be  acceptable  in  a  district 
without  essential  services  such  as  water,  sewage,  gas,  etc.,  is  quite 
unacceptable  in  a  modern  town.  Thus,  some  have  provided  a 
pudding  bowl  or  such  utensil  as  a  wash  hand  basin;  a  domestic 
clothes  boiler  or  coal  fired  set  pot  as  a  source  of  constant  hot 
water;  and  a  galvanised  metal  bath  or  similar  container,  without 
a  piped  water  supply  or  connection  to  a  drain,  as  a  sink.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  in  a  recent  food  hygiene  prosecution,  this  standard  was 
found  acceptable,  but  the  remedy  would  now  seem  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  housewives  and  I  would  seriously  advise  them  to 
enquire  carefully  into  the  hygiene  of  the  shops  at  which  they 
deal  to  see  that  the  standard  is  no  less  than  that  provided  in  a 
modern  kitchen. 

Perhaps  the  next  greatest  concern  is  in  securing  the  cleanliness 
of  ice-cream  made  by  certain  manufacturers  in  the  town.  Samples 
taken  during  the  year  show  an  unduly  high  proportion  of  grades 
3  and  4,  and  this  is  particularly  noticeable  during  hot  weather 
when  the  plants  are,  in  my  opinion,  deliberately  overworked  with¬ 
out  sufficient  regard  to  the  bacterial  count  of  the  final  product. 
Unfortunately  the  public  health  laboratory  standards  of  grading 
are  not  recommendations  for  enforcement  purposes,  but  again  I 
would  advise  parents,  particularly  those  with  young  children,  to 
think  carefully  before  departing  from  the  ice-cream  products  of 
national  reputation  which  rarely,  if  ever,  can  be  faulted  in  stan¬ 
dards  of  cleanliness. 

Progress  continues  on  slum  clearance,  and  during  the  year  the 
north  side  of  Marlborough  Street  was  inspected  with  a  view  to 
clearance.  It  seems  regrettable  that  tenemented  property  of  this 
type  should  be  demolished.  Much  improvement  could  be  effected 
if  the  owners  would  provide  the  normal  amenities  each  family  is 
entitled  to  and  where  necessary  reduce  the  number  of  tenants, 
even  if  this  required  their  re-housing  by  the  Council. 

In  conclusion  may  I  again  thank  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council  for  the  enthusiasm  they  have  shown 
in  seeking  to  ensure  an  improved  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  town, 
and  for  their  lively  concern  in  all  matters  affecting  the  Health  of 
the  people  of  Seaham.  I  should  also  like  to  thank  the  Council 
officials  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  ■ —  2,469. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid-  1959 — 
26,440. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959)  according  to  Rate  Books 
7,886 

Rateable  Value  - —  £202,960. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  —  £770. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1959 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

515 

•  ••  •••  •••  A  *✓ 

266 

249 

Illegitimate  . . . 

11 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

6 

5 

Total  ... 

526 

272 

254 

Birth  Rates — 

Legitimate  . . . 

19.48  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

Illegitimate  ... 

0.42 

99 

99 

Total 

19.89 

99 

99 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

1  f\ 

•  ••  •••  •••  A  ^ 

8 

8 

A 

Illegitimate  . . . 

•  ••  •••  •••  l 

1 

0 

Total  ...  . . . 

17 

•••  *  * 

9 

8 

Still  Birth  Rate  — 

31.31  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

DEATHS 

Total.  Male. 

268  159 

Death  Rate — 

10.14  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 


Female. 

109 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Rate  (per  1,000 

Deaths.  live  and  still  births) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  1  1.84 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  11  6  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  20.91  per  1,000  live  births. 
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NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  month  ...  9  5  4 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate— 17.11  per  1,000  live  births. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS. 


Age. 

Sex 

Cause. 

2  hours. 

M. 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity. 

5  hours. 

F. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

5  hours. 

M. 

Prematurity. 

8  hours. 

M. 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity. 

1  day. 

M. 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity. 

2  days. 

M. 

Prematurity. 

3  weeks. 

F. 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

3  weeks. 

F. 

Meningitis.  Meningo  myelocele. 

1  month. 

F. 

Gastro  enteritis. 

8  months. 

M. 

Pneumonia.  Spinal  birth  injury. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  21.36  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants  —  Nil  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  COMMON  INFECTIOUS  FEVERS 

Death  from  Poliomyelitis  . .  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  Measles  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  Whooping  Cough  ...  . . . .  ...  0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) .  1 

The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1959  were  : 

Cardio-vascular  Diseases  ...  . . 132 

Cancer  .  . .  39 

Bronchitis  . . .  ...  .  21 

Pneumonia  . .  13 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG. 


Age  (years). 


Male.  Female. 


15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  and  over 


0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

1 


TOTALS 
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Deaths 
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Related 

Live  Births 

Deaths 
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22.0 

20.91 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
Population 

Deaths 
(all  ages) 

11.6 

10.14 

Rate  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Still- 

Births 

21.0 

31.31 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Live 
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NOTIFICATIONS  AND  CASE  RATES  PER  1,00©  POPULATION  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1959 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1940—1959 

(The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  shown  corrected  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  of  0.99  and  1.37 
respectively  for  1959). _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  19S9 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

AH  Causes  . 

159 

109 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

7 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

— - 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

I 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

5 

„  „  lung,  bronchus 

7 

1 

„  „  breast  . 

— 

4 

„  „  uterus  . 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

19 

26 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

39 

11 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

5 

2 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

11 

11 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

2 

6 

Influenza 

- — - 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

7 

Bronchitis 

17 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

6 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  . 

3 

2 

Suicide 

3 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 

12 


Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  oilier  Notifiable  Diseases,  1959 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 
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Poisoning 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1959  : — 


NEW  CASES 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

- ■; 

— 

— 

1  -  5  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

— 

— 

5-10  years  ... 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10- 15  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  „  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  „  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  „  ... 

3 

1 

- — ■ 

1 

— 

- - 

— - 

— 

35-45  „  ... 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

45-55  „  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  „  ... 

3 

— 

— 

1 

o 

£j 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

2 

— 

" 

3 

' 

1 

Totals 

12 

4 

2 

3 

7 

— 

2 

— 
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DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION 


There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  during  the  year. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria  in  Seaham  during  1959. 


Age  (years) 

Under 

1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

3 

3 

3 

9 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

5 

32 

37 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  PREVENTION 


Age  (years) 

Under 

1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

179 

47 

2 

228 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

5 

4 

9 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  tne  District  during  1959 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. _ 


1  Under 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 

Total 

1 

over 

_ 

Vaccinated . !  149 

1 

3 

5 

5 

15 

177 

’  i 

Re-vaccinated  i  — 

1 

i 

i 

1 

3 

18 

|  22 

R.C.G.  VACCINATION 
School  Scheme,  1959 


No.  of 

kJVUVI.lv,  »  ^  ~  - 

Mantoux  Test 

No. 

Vaccinated 

Consents 

No.  Tested 

Positive 

243 

212 

39 

167 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1959 


No.  vaccinated  with  2  injections. 

Number  vaccinated  with  3  injections 

2,898 

1,554 

ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING 


1*  Local  Authority:  Seaham  Urban  District  Council.  Year:  1959 


2. 


(a)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  as  returned 
to  Meg.  General 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

Nil. 

One. 

Two. 

One. 

Four. 

Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Symptomless  Excreters. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Fatal  Cases. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3.  Particulars  of  Outbreaks. 


No.  of  outbreaks 

No.  of  cases 

Total  No, 
of  cases 

Agent 

Family 

outbreaks 

Other 

outbreaks 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  (type 
to  be  stated) 

(b)  Salmonella  (type  to  be 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

stated) 

(c)  Staphylococci 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(including  toxin) 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum 

(e)  Cl.  welchii 

(f)  Other  bacteria  (to  be 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

named) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals  .  .  .  ; 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Agent  not  identified  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ! 

Nil 

Nil 
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4.  Single  Cases 


AGENT 

No.  of 

cases 

Total  No. 
of  cases 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons 

(type  to  be  stated) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Salmonella 

(type  to  be  stated) 

Typhimurium 

Two 

Nil 

Two 

Bovis  morbificans 

One 

Nil 

One 

Derby 

One 

Nil 

One 

(c)  Staphylococci 

(including  toxin)  .  . 

Nil 

Nii 

Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Cl.  welchii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(f)  Other  bacteria 

(to  be  named)  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Totals 

Four 

Nil 

Four 

Agent  not  identified  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

5.  Salmonella  Infections,  not  food-borne. 


Salmonella 

(type) 

Outbreaks 

No.  of  cases 

Single  cases 

Total  No.  of  cases 
(outbreaks  and 
single  cases) 

Family 

Other 

(outbreaks) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  SEAHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Report  a  list  is  given  showing  the 
Officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

2.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were  dealt 
with  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  during  the  year, 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland, 
provides  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
and  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  food  samples.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  liaison  exists  with  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Laboratory 
and  results  for  samples  submitted  are  obtained  very  quickly. 


4.  Other  Health  Services. 


The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  are  run  in  conjunction  with 
the  Local  Health  Sub-Committee  of  members  from  Seaham  Urban 
District,  Easington  Rural  District  and  Durham  County  Councils. 


Ambulance. 

Home  Nursing. 
Vaccination. 
Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria. 
Prevention  of  Illness, 
care  and  after-care. 
Mental  Health  Services. 


Domestic  Helps. 

Health  Visitors. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity. 
Welfare  of  the  Aged  (partly). 
Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Welfare  of  other  handicapped 
persons. 


The  School  Medical  Service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council.  Almost  all  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 


Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under 
the  direction  of,  the  County  Council. 

Schemes  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  are  entirely  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
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Veterinary  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under  the 
direction  of,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  They 
are  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine  examination  of  the  dairy 
herds  throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and  raise  the 
standard  of  health  of  the  cows. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  also  respon¬ 
sible  through  its  County  officials  for  the  supervision  of  byres  and 
dairy  premises. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

There  is  an  adequate  piped  supply  to  all  premises  in  the  Urban 
District,  provided  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company.  The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  is  regularly  sampled 
by  the  Company  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Two  samples  of  water  taken  by  the  Health  Department  staff  during 
the  year  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 


Public  Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  urban  area.  The 
only  facilities  available  are  those  provided  by  the  Seaham  Harbour 
Swimming  Club  and  Dawdon  Colliery. 


Riparian  Health  Authority. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  or  complaints  concerning  sanitary 
conditions  aboard  ships  entering  the  port  were  received  during  the 
year. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  two  main  streams  in  the  area  and  they  appear  to 
be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collection, 
is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls.  It  has 
again  been  necessary  to  extend  the  sewerage  system  to  cater  for 
increased  housing  development. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year,  19,922  tons  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  111  tons, 
10  cwts.,  1  qr.  of  salvage  paper  and  25  tons,  3  cwts.  of  scrap  metal! 


Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year,  10,129  gullies  were  emptied  on  U.D.C. 
highways  and  3,136  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

during  the  year  1959 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 

Notices 

served 

No.  of 
Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 

578 

29 

10 

36 

Overcrowding 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insufficient 

_ 

— 

- - 

— 

Defective 

5 

5 

2 

5 

Drainage 

70 

6 

— 

8 

Water  Supply  . 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Food  Premises  ... 

350 

37 

— 

Shops  Act  . 

145 

1 

— 

1 

Dairies 

— 

— 

— 

-  —  • 

Slaughterhouses: 

Public 

— 

. 

— 

— 

Private 

20 

1 

— 

1 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  &  Workplaces 

39 

6 

— 

5 

Keeping  of  Animals 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumulations 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  ... 

634 

1 

_  — 

1 

Dustbins 

27 

9 

8 

9 

TOTAL 

1,882 

95 

20 

94 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  connection  with 
Slum  Clearance  .  . 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  ... 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  ... 

„  ash-closets  in  District 

„  ashpit-privies  in  District 


32 


9,344 

5 

10 
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Disinfestation. 

Due  to  the  exceptionally  warm  summer  of  1959,  the  number 
of  complaints  received  for  vermin  infestations  (chiefly  cockroaches) 
showed  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  46,  the  figure  for  1959 
being  254  as  compared  with  208  for  1958.  No  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  methods  employed  for  the  destruction  of  insect  pests 
and  D.D.T.,  B.H.C.  and  Malathion  are  the  principal  insecticides 
in  use. 

Rodent  Control. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  for  rats  in  sewers  have  been 
carried  out,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  refuse  tip  at  Fox  Cover  has 
also  been  treated.  Another  tip  at  Grange  Farm,  which  was  a 
reservoir  infestation,  has  been  satisfactorily  treated  and  cleared  of 
rats.  This  tip  was  subsequently  topped  with  soil  and  the  land  put 
back  to  agricultural  use. 

Investigations  into  complaints  and  surveys  of  business  premises 
and  dwelling  houses  were  carried  out  and,  where  necessary,  treat¬ 
ment  was  given.  The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the 
year  was  254  and,  as  a  result,  632  inspections  were  made. 

Factories. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  increased  from  56  to 
61,  chiefly  due  to  slaughterhouses  being  brought  within  the  scope 
of  the  Factories  Acts.  No  notices  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  during  the  year.  Six  informal  notices  for 
contraventions  under  the  Act  were  served,  three  of  which  had  been 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

It  is  regretted  that,  due  to  industrial  considerations  and  the 
problem  of  concessionary  coal,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  secure 
some  enforcement  of  this  very  useful  Act.  Although  no  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year,  atmospheric  pollution  by  smoke  and 
dust  is  still  a  nuisance. 

Cinemas  and  Halls. 

There  were  no  complaints  concerning  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  cinemas  and  halls  in  the  district. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-six  inspections  were  made  under  the 
above  Act.  No  notices  were  required  to  be  served  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  one  pet  shop  in  the  urban  district  continued  to  be  carried 
on  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  Improvements  carried  out 
to  the  premises  now  ensure  more  space  for  livestock  and  storage 
of  feeding  stuffs. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  new  Council  houses  erected  was 
168.  This  compares  favourably  with  1958  when  the  figure  was 
160. 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEAT 

AND  OTHER  FOODS 

(i)  Meat  Inspection. 

Details  of  the  animals  inspected  are  appended  below  in  the  form 
specified  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  17  of  1955.  A  list  is 
also  given  of  the  carcases,  part  carcases  and  organs  condemned. 


APPENDIX. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

336 

1 

i 

! 

1,545 

454 

— 

Number  inspected 

336 

1 

— 

1,545 

454 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

90 

- 

— 

22 

8 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

26.79 

1.42 

1.98 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned... 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

1  - 

— 

3 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

4.47 

- 

.66 

— 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  ... 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Carcases,  Fart  Carcases  and  Organs  Condemned 


Beast  Heads  and  Tongues  (Tuberculosis)  .  9 

Beast  Lungs  (Tuberculosis)  . 7 

Beast  Livers  and  Part  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  .  93 

Beast  Liver  (Cavernous  Angioma)  .  1 

Beast  Livers  and  Part  Livers  (Abscesses)  . . 6 

Beast  Livers  (Part) — (Cirrhosis)  .  2 

Beast  Heart  (Cysticercus  Bovis)  .  1 

Beast  Head  (Actinobacillosis)  .  1 

Beast  Lungs  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Beast  Lungs  (Pleurisy)  . 3 

Beast  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  . 1 

Beast  Lungs  (Parasitic)  . . .  2 

Sheep  Lungs  (Pleurisy)  . \ 

Sheep  Lungs  (Parasitic)  . . 3 

Sheep  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  .  13 

Sheep  Livers  (Parasitic)  . . . . ..  5 

Pig  and  Organs  (Oedema  &  Emaciation)  . . .  1 

Pig  Heads  (Tuberculosis)  . . .  3 

Pig  Pluck  (Pleurisy)  . . . . . .  1 

Pig  Heart  (Pericarditis)  . . .  4 

Pig  Lungs  (Pleurisy)  . . . . .  2 

Pig  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  . . .  2 


(II)  Milk. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  retail  distribution  of  milk  during 
1959,  pasteurised,  sterilised  and  tuberculin  tested  being  the  only 
authorised  designations.  At  the  end  of  1959  there  were  seventy- 
two  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk,  a  reduction  of  one 
from  the  previous  year.  Twenty- two  samples  were  taken  during 
the  year,  twenty  of  which  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests  and  two 
failed  these  tests.  These  were  referred  to  the  County  Advisory 
Officer  for  investigation. 


(iii)  Ice-Cream. 

There  was  a  reduction  from  five  to  four  in  the  number  of  pre¬ 
mises  in  the  district  in  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured  and  sold. 

The  manufacturer  who  discontinued  however,  carried  on  his 
retail  business  with  ice-cream  from  another  local  manufacturer. 
Sampling  of  ice-cream  has  been  regularly  carried  out  from  these 
manufacturers  and  also  from  other  retail  shops  which  sell  only 
pre-packed  ice-cream.  The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was 
115,  of  which  73  were  grade  1;  23  grade  2;  16  grade  3;  and  3  grade 
4.  Inspections  of  premises  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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(iv)  Cafes,  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens. 

The  facilities  for  taking  meals  and  refreshments  were  increased 
during  the  year  with  the  opening  of  a  new  cafe.  The  position 
at  the  end  of  1959  was  therefore  one  cafe,  one  combined  cafe 
and  snack  bar  and  three  ice-cream  manufacturers  who  provide 
light  refreshments. 

There  are  in  addition  three  school  canteens  and  three  colliery 
canteens. 


(v)  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  fish  and  chip  shops  in  the 
district.  Eleven  shops  are  operating,  two  of  which  also  retail  wet 
fish.  In  addition,  one  shop  retails  wet  fish  only,  and  some  street 
hawking  in  this  commodity  is  carried  on. 


(vi)  Food  Premises. 

418  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year.  These 
include  general  shops,  bakehouses,  butchers’  shops,  etc.  Whilst 
conditions  in  some  of  the  shops  remain  unsatisfactory,  there  was 
in  general  a  considerable  improvement  over  the  previous  year. 
During  the  course  of  some  of  the  visits  the  following  foodstuffs 
were  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 


Apricots,  11  tins. 

Beef  &  Veg.,  2  tins. 
Beans,  47  tins. 

Beef,  66  lbs. 

Carrots,  4  tins. 
Chicken,  1  tin 
Chopped  Pork,  43  tins 
Coffee,  1  tin. 

Cooked  Ham,  4  tins. 
Corned  Beef,  20  tins. 
Crab,  6  tins. 

Fruit  Salad,  1  tin. 
Grape  Fruit,  4  tins. 
Ham,  17  tins. 

Ham,  52}  lbs. 


Ham  &  Tongue,  2  tins 
Herrings,  1  tin. 
Luncheon  Meat,  4  tins. 
Milk,  19  tins. 

Mutton,  1  tin. 

Minced  Beef,  1  tin. 
Mutton,  80  lbs. 
Oranges,  6  tins. 
Peaches,  5  tins. 

Pears,  24  tins. 

Peas,  99  tins. 

Pease  Pudding,  2  tins. 
Pineapple,  31  tins. 
Plums,  1  tin. 

Pork,  3  tins. 


Pork  Brawn,  1  tin. 
Raspberries,  9  tins. 
Rice,  10  tins. 

Sago,  1  tin. 

Salmon,  15  tins. 
Shrimps,  5  tins. 
Spaghetti,  3  tins. 
Soup,  1 1  tins. 

Steak,  13  tins. 
Strawberries,  4  tins. 
Tomatoes,  96  tins. 
Tongue,  7  tins. 

Veal  &  Ham,  1  jar. 
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Factories  Act.  1937  &  1948 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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